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A team of experts comprising of Dr. O.M. Bambawale, Director, NCIPM ,  
Dr. K.R.Kranthi, Acting Director CICR, Nagpur, Dr. Bharambe- Head, Crop 
Production Division of CICR, Ms Snehlata Srivastva – Correspondent of  
Times of India, Nagpur Edition and Ms Aparna Krishnamoorthi of 
Welingkar Institute visited  Wardha and Yawatmal districts of Maharashtra 
for survey of mealy bug. 
 
First they visited KVK Salsura, District Wardha  and had interaction with 
the subject matter specialists. Subsequently they visited village Loni in 
Babugaon Tehsil of District Yawatmal. They could notice the cotton mealy 
bug on Hibiscus and the mealy bug was seen just appearing on cotton. Third 
village visited was Hastpur and last one was Jamwadi. In all these areas, 
only about 20% of the cotton sowing was completed because of the delayed 
Monsoon. 
 
In Jamwadi village they visited a field where cotton was continued  as ratoon 
crop in the previous season up to April-May, 2008 and immediately after a 
gap of a few days the 2008 crop of Bunny Bt cotton was sown. The last 
year’s crop was infested with mealy bug at the later stages of the crop. In 
this season’s crop they could notice the mealy bug on each and every plant 
with high population. The intercrop of pigeonpea was also found to be 
infested by the mealy bug. There was a lot of discussion with the local 
farmers, the Nuzivedu Seed Company representative, some pesticide dealers, 
Dr. Pramod Yadgirwar – Programme Coordinator, KVK Yawatmal, 
Upendra Kulkarni- SMS (Plant protection) and others regarding mealy bug 
appearance in cotton and the role of ratoon cotton in the spurt of the mealy 
bug. The mealy bug species seen in the above places was Phenacoccus 
solenopsis. 



 
 
Melay bug infestation on Pigeonpea. Ovisac  also commonly seen  on 
pigeonpea, which indicates that the mealy bug is able to complete all stages 
of its life cycle on pigeonpea.      


