Tour Report of Dr O.M. Bambawale, Director, NCIPM
7 July 2008

A team of experts comprising of Dr. O.M. Bambawdd&gector, NCIPM ,
Dr. K.R.Kranthi, Acting Director CICR, Nagpur, CBharambe- Head, Crop
Production Division of CICR, Ms Snehlata SrivastvaCorrespondent of
Times of India, Nagpur Edition and Ms Aparna Kriahmoorthi of
Welingkar Institute visited Wardha and Yawatmatdcts of Maharashtra
for survey of mealy bug.

First they visited KVK Salsura, District Wardha dahad interaction with
the subject matter specialists. Subsequently thejed village Loni in
Babugaon Tehsil of District Yawatmal. They couldice the cotton mealy
bug onHibiscusand the mealy bug was seen just appearing onncditord
village visited was Hastpur and last one was Jamwadall these areas,
only about 20% of the cotton sowing was completechise of the delayed
Monsoon.

In Jamwadi village they visited a field where catteas continued as ratoon
crop in the previous season up to April-May, 2008 anmediately after a
gap of a few days the 2008 crop of Bunny Bt cotteas sown. The last
year’'s crop was infested with mealy bug at therlatages of the crop. In
this season’s crop they could notice the mealy ddug@ach and every plant
with high population. The intercrop of pigeonpeaswalso found to be
infested by the mealy bug. There was a lot of dismn with the local
farmers, the Nuzivedu Seed Company representativee pesticide dealers,
Dr. Pramod Yadgirwar — Programme Coordinator, KVKawéatmal,
Upendra Kulkarni- SMS (Plant protection) and othexgarding mealy bug
appearance in cotton and the role of ratoon cattdhe spurt of the mealy
bug. The mealy bug species seen in the above plaas$henacoccus
solenopsis



Melay bug infestation on Pigeonpea. Ovisac alsmmonly seen on
pigeonpea, which indicates that the mealy bug lis tbcomplete all stages
of its life cycle on pigeonpea.



